LOST HILLS SALTBUSH (ATRIPLEX VALLICOLA)
California Native Plant Society List 1B

Description

Lost Hills saltbush is an annual member of the goosefoot
family ( Chenopodiaceae ). It is also known as Lost Hills
crownscale. The short stems have few branches and
alternate, egg-shaped leaves with entire margins. The
individual flowers are inconspicuous because they are tiny
and have no petals. Male and female flowers are mixed in
small clusters in the upper leaf axils. Lost Hills saltbush
flowers from April through August.

Habitat

It typically grows in the dried beds of alkaline pools within
scrub or annual grassland communities, although it also
has been found on exposed slopes rich in gypsum.
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Range/distribution

In the San Joaquin Valley, Lost Hills crownscale has been
reported from Merced, Fresno, Kings, and Kern Counties.
It is also known from the San Joaquin Valley bioregion in
San Luis Obispo County.
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