PRAIRIE FALCON
(FALCO MEXICANUS)

Description

Prairie falcons are the same size as peregrine falcons,
ranging from 15-19 inches (37-47 cm) in length and a 35-
44 inch (90-113 cm) wingspan. They are pale brown with
cream-colored underparts. Diagnostic physical
characteristics include the thin, black malar stripe and the
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dark area from the axillaries to the trailing edge of the
underwing-coverts.

Habitat

This species inhabits arid environs such as open plains or
shrubsteppe habitats. Prairie falcons nest primarily on
cliffs or bluffs, but will also nest in trees, on power line
structures, on buildings, and inside caves. Most cliff nest
sites have some degree of overhang and are usually
located in the upper half of the cliff face.

Range/distribution
Prairie falcons occur throughout the San Joaquin Valley.
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